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Dr Porterfield Responds
TO THE EDITOR: Drs Hussain and Vasireddi correctly
highlight the need for a global response to the AIDS epi-
demic and for vastly increased support to developing
countries. I propose that medical education programs for
health care professionals would be an essential part of
these efforts. In my limited experience in India, many
physicians and nurses did not feel that AIDS was an im-
portant health care issue for India. At the same time,
in my article I attempted to communicate how inspired I
was by the HIV research and clinical groups I met in
Madras, Vellore, and Delhi. Certainly, fear and misunder-
standing about HIV exist among physicians and citizens
in every country; this represents only one of many battles
to be fought.

DEBORAH S. PORTERFIELD, MD
University of Virginia

Health Sciences Center
Charlottesville, VA 22908

Gadolinium Nonradioactivity
TO THE EDITOR: I read with amazement in the July 1993
issue in the epitome "Preserving Hearing in Acoustic Neu-
roma Removal," that gadolinium is radioactive.

We have enough difficulties convincing patients to
climb into magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) units with-
out invoking radioactivity.

Gadolinium is a paramagnetic substance that produces

shortening of the TI value of water when it can interact
with water. This results in increased signal intensity on
TI-weighted images. There is no radioactivity involved.
In fact, all energies used to do MRI studies are room tem-
perature energies. No high-energy physics is involved in
the process.

I think the record needs to be set straight on this criti-
cal issue.

MURRAY A. SOLOMON, MD
Medical Director
Redwood City MRI
345 Convention Way, Ste Dl
Redwood City, CA 94063
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Dr Johnson Responds
TO THE EDITOR: Our epitome includes an editing error,
appropriately pointed out by Dr Solomon, stating that
gadolinium technique of enhancement for MRI scanning
involves radioactivity. This is clearly an error and should
read "nonradioactive."

J. PATRICK JOHNSON, MD
Assistant Professor
Division ofNeurosurgery
UCLA School ofMedicine
10833 Le Conte Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90024
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